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(12) Have adequate criteria for hiring
and qualifying surveyors and technical
staff;

(13) Have an adequate program for
continued training of surveyors and
technical staff;

(14) Have a corporate office in the
United States that provides a continu-
ous management and administrative
presence;

(15) Maintain an internal quality sys-
tem based on ANSI/ASQC Q9001 or an
equivalent quality standard;

(16) Determine classed vessels comply
with class rules, during appropriate
surveys and inspection;

(17) Determine that attended vessels
comply with all statutory require-
ments related to delegated functions,
during appropriate surveys and inspec-
tion;

(18) Monitor all activities related to
delegated functions for consistency and
required end-results;

(19) Maintain and ensure compliance
with a Code of Ethics that recognizes
the inherent responsibility associated
with delegation of authority;

(20) Not be under the financial con-
trol of shipowners or shipbuilders, or of
others engaged commercially in the
manufacture, equipping, repair or oper-
ation of ships;

(21) Not be financially dependent on a
single commercial enterprise for its
revenue;

(22) Not have any business interest
in, or share of ownership of, any vessel
in its classed fleet; and

(23) Not be involved in any activities
which could result in a conflict of in-
terest.

(b) Recognition may be granted after
it is established that the classification
society has an acceptable record of ves-
sel detentions attributed to classifica-
tion society performance under the
Coast Guard Port State Control Pro-
gram.

§ 8.240 Application for recognition.
(a) A classification society must

apply for recognition in writing to the
Commandant (G–MSE).

(b) An application must indicate
which specific authority the classifica-
tion society seeks to have delegated.

(c) Upon verification from the Coast
Guard that the conditions of reciproc-

ity have been met in accordance with
§ 8.120, the requesting classification so-
ciety must submit documentation to
establish that it meets the require-
ments of § 8.230.

§ 8.250 Acceptance of standards and
functions delegated under existing
regulations.

(a) Classification society class rules
will only be accepted as equivalent to
Coast Guard regulatory standards when
that classification society has received
authorization to conduct a related del-
egated function.

(b) A recognized classification soci-
ety may not conduct any delegated
function under this title until it re-
ceives a separate written authorization
from the Commandant to conduct that
specific function.

§ 8.260 Revocation of classification so-
ciety recognition.

A recognized classification society
which fails to maintain the minimum
standards established in this part will
be reevaluated and its recognized sta-
tus revoked if warranted.

Subpart C—International
Convention Certificate Issuance

§ 8.300 Purpose.
This subpart establishes options for

vessel owners and operators to obtain
required international convention cer-
tification through means other than
those prescribed elsewhere in this
chapter.

§ 8.310 Applicability.
This subpart applies to:
(a) Recognized classification soci-

eties; and
(b) All U.S. flag vessels that are cer-

tificated for international voyages and
are classed by a recognized classifica-
tion society that is authorized by the
Coast Guard to issue the applicable
international certificate as specified in
this subpart.

§ 8.320 Classification society author-
ization to issue international cer-
tificates.

(a) The Commandant may authorize
a recognized classification society to
issue certain international convention
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